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petitioner was duly registered and subject to draft under the Selective Service 
Law. (Act of Congress, May 18, 1017.) Following his registration he com- 
mitted grand larceny, was indicted and pleaded guilty, and was awaiting sentence 
when called to report for military duty. Claiming his call to service changed 
his status to that of a soldier subject to military law, and that the jurisdiction 
of the military authorities was absolute, the petitioner applied for a writ of 
habeas corpus. Held, that the application be denied. Ex parte Henry, 253 Fed. 
208 (Dist. Ct). 

When one in military service commits an offense which is both a civil and 
military crime, the jurisdiction of the civil and military tribunals is in times of 
peace concurrent. But should the jurisdiction of the civil authorities first 
attach, the military authorities must yield thereto. A. W. 74; should the juris- 
diction of the military authorities first attach, they may, but need not, give 
way to the civil tribunals. A. W. 74; United States v. Lewis, 200 U. S. 1. In 
times of war, however, the military authorities are supreme and need not yield 
to the civil authorities though the jurisdiction of the latter first attached. Ex 
parte King, 246 Fed. 868. They may allow the civil authorities to punish the 
offender as a matter of comity or expediency. That has been declared to be the 
proper policy where the charge is serious. J. A. G. 0., October 30, 191 7; Ibid., 
June 11, 1917. See Ex parte Bright, 1 Utah, 145. In the principal case the 
petitioner, though subject to draft, was not at the time the offense was com- 
mitted subject to military law, and his call to service while he was awaiting 
sentence from the civil tribunal could not deprive that tribunal of his custody 
unless it was the intent of Congress so to do. That Congress had no such 
intent is shown by the Selective Service Regulations which places infamous 
criminals in Class V, and all other criminals awaiting trial or serving sentence 
in Class IV. S. S. Reg., 2 ed., § 79. Moreover, the result of the principal case 
is sound, for it is not the military authorities but the wrongdoer himself who 
seeks his release. See Ex parte Calloway, 246 Fed. 263. 

Libel and Slander — Privileged Communications — Statements of 
Aldermen. — Defendant as alderman made charges of want of integrity and 
unfitness against the plaintiff, a policeman, before the board of aldermen, 
which had power to remove policemen. The plaintiff was exonerated and sued 
the defendant for libel. Held, that actual malice could not be inferred from 
the mere falsity of the defendant's statements, and that in the absence of 
malice the plaintiff could not recover. Sweeney v. Higgins, 104 Atl. 791 (Me.). 

Usually, action lies for false statements about a person in his trade or pro- 
fession tending to bring him into general contempt, hatred, or ridicule. Farm- 
er's Life Insurance Co. v. Wehrle, 165 Pac. 763 (Colo.) ; Carver v. Greason, 101 
Kan. 639, 168 Pac. 868. Sometimes, however, public interest in freedom of 
comment outweighs individual interests in untarnished reputations. A per- 
son with a duty or interest, although only social or moral, in communicating 
his belief about another to a third person with a corresponding interest in hear- 
ing it is protected if the informant does not abuse the exigencies of the occasion. 
Everest v. McKenny, 195 Mich. 649, 162 N. W. 277; State v. Fish, 90 N. J. L. 
17, 102 Atl. 378. Public interest in the freedom of speech by members of legis- 
latures, judges, persons in judicial proceedings, and high executive officers is so 
great that their statements made in the course of duty are absolutely privileged. 
Dillon v. Balfour, 20 If. L. R. 600; Scott v. Stansfield, L. R. 3 Exch. 220; Rogers 
v. Thompson, 89 N. J. L. 639, 99 Atl. 389; Farr v. Valentine, 38 App. D. C. 413. 
This is hardly true of inferior boards such as city councils and investigation 
committees, but there is some authority for holding their privilege absolute, 
not qualified. Bolton v. Walker, 197 Mich. 699, 164 N. W. 420. Contra, Ivie v. 
Minton, 75 Or. 483, 147 Pac. 395. The court in the principal case adopts the 
sounder view. 



